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Arc: Hollow Bastion: Third Visit

Chapter 81: Preparing for anything

*Hollow Bastion: Marketplace*

*The group appears and just as they walked forward, a child seemed to be cornered by a trio of Heartless.*

“You gotta help me!”

James: “Hold on!”

*Before James could even make a move, a Rainbow Ring appeared out of nowhere, Entrapping a Heartless.*

James: “A Rainbow Ring...!?”

Andre: *!* “Your majesty!”

*Bo came swooping by and slashed through the Heartless with no Effort.*

Bo: “Andre! And everyone else! Welcome back!”

James: “What are you doing here?”

Bo: “King Mickey and I were here finding information on where to find Ansem the Wise is at the moment.”

Bijou: “Did you find any leads?”

Bo: “No. Sorry. We figured that maybe Dieter might know.”

Dieter: “I apologize, but I sworn to secrecy.”

Riku: “Same here.”

Sora: “Well, that isn’t going to help much.”

Bo: “So you guys finally found out about Ansem the Wise?”

James: “Yep.”

Bo: “We found a bit of information about him. According to Leon, He was once the leader of Hollow Bastion... Or rather, Radiant Garden, as this place was once called.”

Sora: “Radiant Garden?”

James: “My guess is that Maleficent had something-“

Bo: “Actually, it was Xheanort who did it last time I checked.”

Hamtaro: “Xheanort?”

Bo: “We found some research, and as it turns out, Ansem founded Xheanort here in this world. All he could remember was his name.”

*Hamtaro suddenly glown in Light, and Terra appeared, which startles Bo.*

Terra: “Xheanort had no Memories of what happened 11 years ago?”

Bo: “Wh-who is THAT!? He looks just like the picture of Xheanort I found in Ansem’s room! While Riku looks just Like him!”

James: “You found Ansem’s room!?”

Bo: “Yeah. Leon will explain it later though, but first, what happened to Hamtaro!?”

Terra: “Oh, I apologize. I am Terra. 11 years ago, I was once within the body of Xheanort, which is in fact my body, Xheanort took over my Darkness to gain control over my body. But after a battle with my friend, Aqua, I manage to gain very little control, and sent the body to the realm of Darkness. Aqua didn’t know what I was trying to do, so she tried to rescue me. After sending my body back, my heart managed to break off from my body and I found my way to Hamtaro. I’ve been resting until a battle at the Pride Lands awakened me. I’ve been seeing and hearing what Hamtaro heard ever since I bonded my heart inside of his body.”

Bo: “Oh... so you’re actually someone else but using Hamtaro to communicate with us, right?”

Terra: “Correct.”

Goofy: “Gawrsh, wait a minute! Before you talked about this Xheanort or somebody, you said that his Majesty is here!?”

Donald: “Is he really!?”

Bo: “Yep!”

Sora: “That’s great!”

Bo: “He’s at Merlin’s house. But I suggest you guys ready yourselves just in case.”

James: “Funny you mentioned that. We were going to do some Shopping around here”

Bo: “Okay. I’ll let the others know you’re here!”

*Bo took to the air again and flied to the Borough. Afterwards, several Dusks wiggled by, surprising the group. Bo flied into sight looking annoyed*

Bo: “After I take care of these Nobodies.” *Sighs*

*Bo flies towards the Dusks*

Andre: “It must be rough to keep Radiant Garden in Order. Especially with all the Heartless and Nobodies.”

Shiron: *Sighs*

Sora: “Let’s go check in with everyone.”

*Shopping!!: James, Pashmina and Hamtaro*

*James was looking the various armor pieces.*

“James!”

James: “Huh?”

*Pashmina and Hamtaro ran up to James.*

James: “Hey guys. What’s up?”

Pashmina: “Well... your pin is falling apart, isn’t it?”

James: “Yeah. This bit the dust some time ago.”

Hamtaro: “Pashmina and I got you something!”

*Pashmina hands James a small box.*

James: *Opens the box.* *!!* 

*An emerald Brooch was shimmering. James looked shocked.*

James: “Whoa...!!”

Pashmina: “It’s called Deep Feelings. It’s a pretty Brooch, isn’t it? I got it from one of Donald’s Nephews!”

James: “Er, Which one?”

Pashmina: “The Red one.”

James: “Huey?”

Pashmina: “Is that his name?”

James: “Yeah. Well, in a mater of fact, thanks a lot you two!”

*James attached his new brooch and puts his pin into his Pocket.*

Pashmina: “No problem!” *Giggles*

*Shopping!! Sandy and Maxwell.*

*Maxwell was looking at some Gymnastic Ribbons. He just Purchased one and then bumped into Sandy.*

Sandy: “Sorry!”

Maxwell: “It’s alright! It’s okay- Sandy!”

Sandy: “Maxwell?? What are you-“

Maxwell: “I just you a new ribbon! You know, the kind you spin around?”

Sandy: “But... I already got one! Why did you-“

Maxwell: “Just see for yourself.”

*Maxwell handed Sandy the ribbon. Soon Sandy started dancing around with her Gymnastics routine but something amazing happened: The Ribbon had extended to a longer length then is had before! It was just as long as the ribbon she got for her Birthday from Stan. Just as the Dance is complete, the ribbon returned to its original length. A crowd of People including Maxwell, Stan, James, Pashmina, and Hamtaro were applauding.*

Sandy: “This ribbon is amazing...! Thank you sooo much, Maxwell!”

*Sandy hugs Maxwell, who blushed a deep red.*

Maxwell: “N-n-no problem!”

Sandy: “Here, this is from me!”

*Sandy presents the book. It had the same colors as the book Maxwell usually carries but it said Limitless Knowledge on it with Golden letters.*

Maxwell: “A book!”

*As soon as Maxwell touches the book, a strange sensation suddenly passed over him, and as soon as he did, he took the book and looked inside. The book had a page of contents that every single Heartless, Nobody, Events, Weapons and and even a few blank pages of what the group had seen.*

Maxwell: “This book... it has everything we ever saw within it! Every Heartless, Nobody- even our Keyblades!”

Sandy: “That’s what’s freaky about it! Duey sold it to me for a fair too! Maybe you can use it!”

Maxwell: “I’ll use it for everyone’s cause. Thank you too, Sandy.”

*Maxwell hugs Sandy Back, and Stan looked somewhat satisfied.*

Stan: “Well, looks like the two ‘em are going to be a great after all.”

Pashmina: “You said it!” *Blushing* “I wish I could find love...!”

James: “This is starting to get too mushy if you ask me.”

*James walks off towards the Bailey, but Pashmina stops him.*

Pashmina: “C’mon, James! You gotta be at least happy for them!”

James: “Hm. Yeah, you’re right.” *!* “Wait. I got something for you.”

*James presents a pair of Gloves for Pashmina. They’re Pink Gloves with Sunflowers on them.*

James: “They’re called the Sunflower Gloves

Pashmina: *!* “Aw, they’re so cute!”

*Pashmina took the gloves.*

Pashmina: “But didn’t I have a pair of mittens?”

James: “I made them. I read about your Present day, remember? The gloves make it easier to hold your Keyblade.”

Pashmina: “Aw, Thanks James!”

*Pashmina looked really happy after she ruffled a bit of James hair. She then puts on the gloves.*

Pashmina: “They’re really comfy!”

James: “Thanks. I do my best to impress.”

Pashmin: *Giggles*

*Shopping!!: Scrooge*

*The met up when they ran into Scrooge.*

Scrooge: “Hello there lads!”

James: “Hey Scrooge.”

Scrooge: “Thanks for that Ice Cream last time lads! Thanks to that, I was able to succesfully recreate the Ice cream flavor!”

*Scrooge presents an Ice cream bar. It was the same color as the Sea-salt ice Cream bar.*

Scrooge: “Here, try it out!”

*James took the Ice cream and took a bite from it. James looked really satisfied.*

James: “Just like I remembered: Salty but Sweet!”

Scrooge: “Aye. If only Ansem were here to see it now...”

James: “Yeah...”

*Everyone got an Ice cream and soon they enjoyed it too. Donald and Penelope commented that the Ice Cream was salty. But Sora said it was also sweet. After Aquiring a whole crateful because of their bargain, James then phased out of it for a moment because he had a Flashback.*

*Flashback: Radiant Garden: 11 Years ago.*

*James (Who was 6) was with a Person that looked just like Roxas, but he had half of Roxas’s Jacket, and Sora’s Shirt. His Pants were as baggy as Sora’s with Jeans on top that were like Roxas’ Jeans. On the boy’s left shoulder was an armor pad. They both looked like they were talking to Axel and Saix, but Axel’s hair wasn’t long, wasn’t wearing any tattoos, and he was wearing an Orange shirt and Jeans that reached halfway to his ankles. He looked like he was about to battle the Roxas look-a-like with disks. He held them like he would hold his Chakrams. Saix looked like he still had his Hair style, but he hasn’t got an X shaped scar on his face. He was wearing a blue shirt with a crescent moon on it and Jeans that reached his ankles. James and Saix watches the other two fight. After the fight... Axel looked exhausted then laughed.*

James: *Laughs* “Looks like you lost, Lea!”

Lea: “Well, you can’t win them all, huh?”

James: “That was good fighting Ven!”

Ven: “Thanks!”

“You were too careless about that, Lea. Maybe you should keep on practicing.”

Lea: “Hey, get off my case about that, Isa!”

*The 4 laughed as if they were good friends.*

*The Flashback moves ahead a bit. Then Lea says a line that triggers a part of his memory to return.*

Lea: “Got it memorized?”

*Flashback ends as Lea turns into his older self: Axel, and Isa turns into his older self: Saix.*

James: “Hey, do you guys want to know something?”

Sora: “Huh? What’s up?”

James: “It’s about Axel and Saix.”

Donald: “Saix? The guy who kidnapped Kairi!?”

James: “Well, part of the reason why I want you guys to know something.”

Sora: “Do you know where he is!?”

James: “No, but... This world was Axel and Saix’s Home.”

Laura: “You mean this place is their hometown?”

James: “Yep. Of course, they weren’t called Axel and Saix at the time. They were called Lea and Isa.”

Pashmina: “Lee?? Isn’t that like this: L-e-e?”

James: “Sounds like it, but it’s spelt L-e-a.”

Okini: “But won’t it be pronounced Lia?”

James: “Naw. It’s better saying Lea like Lee that way.”

*When James looked to Sora, Sora was smiling. But then he looked like he turned into Ven, which alarms James.*

Sora: *?* “James, what’s up?”

James: “Uh... I guess it’s nothing at the moment.”

Scrooge: “Lea and Isa? You mean those chaps that were here to buy Ice cream everyday until a few years ago? What happened to them?”

James: “I don’t know, but seeing Axel and Saix made me realize that maybe they lost their hearts and became Nobodies.”

Sora: “Well, we know Axel’s helping us, and we know Saix is against us, so maybe their friendship must’ve been trashed. I just hope it doesn’t happen to us, right?”

Riku: “Yeah.”

*At a Rooftop nearby, Axel looked somewhat down. Roxas, Calcedonia, and Matrohax seemed somewhat concerned, but at the same time, curious.*

Axel: “It did get trashed.”

*Before heading into the Borough, after gathering supplies...*

*Cloud was laying on the wall.*

Sora: *!* “Cloud!”

*Cloud raises his head to Sora and the group.*

James: “Who?”

Sora: “Cloud is a guy we met at Olympus. He was under a contract with Hades. After our battle, Cerberus attacked, and that’s when we met Hercules. After I Battled Sephiroth, Cloud battled him.* We didn’t know what happened to him after that.”

Cloud: “I came here. This is my home world too.”

James: “Whoa.”

Cloud: “You there. The guy with Orange and white hair.”

Hamtaro: “Me? Or Andre?”

Cloud: “You. I guess the others that have the strange ears. You’re from the same world as Bo, aren’t you?”

Andre: “How did you-!?”

Cloud: “I met him myself. Saved him and a trio of girls from a nasty fall.”

Flora: “The Rainbow girls are here too!”

Andre: “Of course. The Rainbow girls never leave the King’s side unless ordered or when they think their pride is at stake.”

Riku: “Then why are you with us?”

Andre: “I was ordered by King Bo to keep an James. So far, I’m doing my duty as asked. You didn’t get informed of this did you?”

Riku: “Apparently not.”

Cloud: “So you’re one of Bo’s knights.”

Andre: “Yes.”

Donald: “Uh, sorry to change the subject, but whatcha doing?”

Cloud: “I’ll get him. This time, we settle it. Me, and the one who embodies all the darkness in me.”

Donald: “...I thought you looked kinda different, Cloud.”

Cloud: “If I do, it’s his fault.”

Sora: “Whose?”

Cloud: “Sephiroth. Tell me if you see him.”

Sora: “Okay, you got it.”

Hamtaro: “Um, what’s he look like?”

Cloud: “Silver hair. Carries a long Sword.”

Hamtaro: “Okay. Be seeing you then.”

*Kingdom Hearts 1/ Final Mix*

*The group looked to be advancing until Cloud stops them with another explanation.*

Cloud: “Be careful. He messes with your head, makes you think Darkness is the only way.”

*James looked to be in thought...*

Pashmina: “James?”

James: “Messes with your head, making you think Darkness is the only way?”

*James had a second Flashback, but it was pure white screen. A voice was heard.*

“You have to... release me from my Darkness...!”

*James (who’s 6) rose up his head. Terra was fighting the man. It was Zack, but covered in a Black Aura.*

James: “What!?”

Terra: *!*

*Flashback ends.*

James: *!*

“Is there something wrong?”

*The group looks to see Aerith nearby. She tries to follow Cloud, who was walking away.*

Sora: “Uhh...”

*Cloud stops and turns to Aerith*

Cloud: “It’s nothing.”

Aerith: “Hmm??”

Cloud: “I don’t want you involved.”

*Aerith Looked to be thinking. Afterwards...*

Aerith: “You mean you don’t want me there when you go away again?”

Cloud: “I just-“

James: “He doesn’t want you to get hurt because of his darkness.”

Cloud: “Yeah. Listen, even if I go far away, I’ll come back.”

Aerith: “Do you mean it?”

Cloud: *Looks away a bit* “Yeah.”

Pashmina: “You don’t seem too sure about it!”

Aerith: “Well, okay- I understand. Go- Get things settled.”

Cloud: “Huh?”

Aerith: “No matter how far away you are... once you find your light.. I’m sure it will lead you here again. Right?”

Cloud: “I suppose.”

James: “You don’t seem so sure about it. You don’t seem to be Zack.”

Cloud/Aerith: “You know him!?”

James: “I met 11 years ago. But, I don’t know what happened to him. When I first met him, he had the same problem you had. But he had a harder time managing it. But after a fight from a friend of mine, he was okay. He’s really confident, that’s for sure. But I not so sure what happened to him.”

Cloud: “I’m sure you’ll find him again.”

James: “Now you’re confident about this sort of thing, aren’t you?”

Cloud: “Gm. Guess I am.”

Aerith: “Back to what I was saying, so I’ll stay here- and I’ll cheer for you- Okay, Cloud?”

Cloud: “Okay.”

*Cloud walks down to the Borough. Sora and James walks up to Aerith, who was thinking.*

Aerith: “Wonder if he’ll be okay.”

Sora: “He’ll be fine. I’m sure there’s some light in him somewhere.”

James: “Yeah. And I bet... there’s some light within Zack too.”

Aerith: “You’re right. You’re both right.”

*Olympus Coliseum: Gates*

*A warrior in grey Gladiator clothes and helmet walked towards the Gates. He stopped part of the way to took a deep breath.*

“It’s been only 11 years, but it feels like forever. Maybe... No, not maybe. I CAN do this.”

*The Gladiator removed his helmet to real his face: It was Zack Fair but he looked a bit older.*

Zack: “Let’s do this.”

*Zack opened the gates.*

*Olympus Coliseum: Ruined grounds*

*Hercules still looked down.*

Phil: “C’mon, Champ! Okay, you failed to protect the Coliseum! But first of all, it can be rebuilt! Second, it’s not your fault! Hades and his clooney did this!”

Hercules: “I know you’re trying to make me feel better... but I don’t think it’s working.”

Meg: “Wonderboy...” *?*

*The Gates opened, revealing Zack.*

Zack: “HEY THERE OLYMPUS!! ZACK FAIR’S-“ *Notices the Coliseum in ruins.* “...Back...”

Hercules: “Phil, isn’t that...!?”

Phil: “It IS!”

Zack: “Uh... Care to explain what happened to the Coliseum, guys? It seen better days!”

Meg/Pegasus: *Sweatdrop*

Meg: “Uh, Wonderboy? I think you better tell what happened.”

Pegasus: *Whinneys*

*End of Chapter 81*

Events:

Touchdown to Hollow Bastion

Shopping!! James’ New Brooch

Shopping!! Maxwell’s new book and Sandy’s new Ribbon

Shopping!! Sea Salt Ice Cream

Blast from the Past

Cloud’s dilemma

I seen better days

